
Dear prospective Honors English student, 

In an Honors course, it is expected that you will behave with the utmost honor.  Please be aware that the 

summer reading project is NOT a collaborative effort – no partner or group work is requested in any part 

of the assignment.  Furthermore, if outside research is required your assignment will specifically instruct 

you to do so; otherwise, you should not use the Internet or any other source.  Simply put, you are 

expected to submit your own work.   

Academic dishonesty (which includes cheating or copying and plagiarism) of any kind will result in the 

following consequences: 

 Plagiarized parts of the project (i.e. cutting and pasting from sources such as SparkNotes or 

failing to properly document sources) WILL RECEIVE A ZERO, AND LOSS OF 

OVERALL CREDIT ON THE PROJECT; 

 Students found copying all or parts of the project from each other will LOSE A 

PERCENTAGE OF THE POINTS and will be required to RE-DO THE PROJECT using a 

different book (selected by the individual teacher);  

 Students will be referred to the office for Academic Dishonesty (in addition to the other 

consequences listed).    

If research is required, students must include proper documentation, MLA-format in-text citations and a 

complete Works Cited page.  Papers that fail to include proper documentation of sources will be 

considered PLAGIARIZED.  If you are unsure about MLA documentation, please ask a parent, a teacher, 

or a librarian to help you. 

*A word about SparkNotes and other sites like it – these types of sites are meant to be a helpful tool for 

reference when you are reading a novel that may be difficult to understand.  These types of sites are not 

meant to substitute for reading the book, nor are they meant to be a credible source for research.  Please 

use sites like SparkNotes sparingly and NEVER use them as a research source. 

We hope that you will learn a lot from whichever novel you choose to read this summer.  Your teachers 

are interested in YOUR ideas and YOUR opinions, not those that you copied from a friend or cut-and-

pasted from a web site!   

The CHS English Department 

Kathleen Seiwert 

 

 

I will produce my own work and convey my own ideas, except when instructed to use credible outside 

source material.  I understand that there will be consequences for Academic Dishonesty.  

 

Student Name – PLEASE PRINT 

 

Student Signature     



Date:  3 May 2017 

To:  Students enrolled in AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

From:  Mrs. Seiwert 

Subject:  Summer Required Reading Assignment – Literature and Nonfiction 

The Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition Exam focuses primarily upon literature originally 

written in English between the 16th century (about the time of Shakespeare) to today.   

This summer, you will read Thomas Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor.  If possible, you should buy 

the book.  Major retailers like Barnes & Noble will have Dr. Foster’s book.  You may also order at online sites such 

as www.amazon.com or www.bn.com.  Amazon.com also sells used books for a discounted price, although they 

often take longer to ship.  We also have several used bookstores in Wichita where you might be able to purchase 

these titles for about half price, such as Book-A-Holic (three locations).  If you are unable to purchase the book due 

to financial circumstances, the public library in Wichita or Haysville will likely have this title, or you can download 

the .pdf version available online (see assignment instructions).   

You will also be reading a selection of classic short stories this summer.  All are available online. 

As you read, learn to annotate -- to interact with literature as you underline important and interesting passages in 

the books and make frequent marginal notes. Use large post-it notes for anything you cannot fit into the margins 

of the book. (If you get the book from a library use numerous post-it-notes for all your annotations and comments.)  

You will be able to use your annotations on assignments that you will complete when you return to school. 

Pace yourself throughout the summer.  Learning to work on your own is an invaluable skill that you will need for 

our class, for college, and for your life beyond school. Above all, do NOT wait until the first week of August to 

try to complete this assignment!  Your work will not be of the highest quality if you try to cram it all in right 

before school starts.  

A word about ACADEMIC HONESTY – in an Honors course, we will behave with the utmost honor.  The 

summer assignment is NOT a collaborative project; your dialectical journal and presentation must be yours 

and yours alone.  You will not need to use outside sources for any part of this project, so online plagiarism should 

NOT be an issue.   

The summer reading assignment will comprise 15% of your first semester grade, so please ensure that you do well!  

If you need help at any time during the summer, please email me at kseiwert@usd261.com.  I check my email 

at least weekly (if not more often).  I am also available at Campus Monday-Thursday 8am-2:30pm, starting May 22-

July 13th.  Good luck! 

Kathleen Seiwert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bn.com/


Required Readings:  

 ALL STUDENTS: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Dr. Thomas C. Foster 

(ISBN 978-0-06-000942-7) 

I recommend STRONGLY that you purchase a new or used copy of the book.  You will likely 

want to mark the text – highlight/underline important words or ideas, notes in the margins, etc. If 

you are absolutely unable to purchase the book, it is available in an online PDF format:   

http://ziveuniverzity.sk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Foster-How-to-Read-Literature-Like-a-Professor.pdf 

HTRLLAP is intended to be an introduction to your deeper study of literature this year.  Don’t 

think of it in the same way that we think of fiction books – it is a reference guide, albeit written 

in a more entertaining way.   

 Read ALL of the following CLASSIC SHORT STORIES (Note: at the time that these 

instructions were printed, all of these links were operational.  If you find one that is not 

operational, you can find any of these stories by doing a simple browser search – aka “Google 

it”): 

 “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin  http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/hour/ 

  “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/literatureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-

Wall-Paper.pdf 

  “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor 

http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~surette/goodman.html 

  “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

http://www.ndsu.edu/pubweb/~cinichol/CreativeWriting/323/MarquezManwithWings.htm 

 “By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet 

http://www.tkinter.smig.net/outings/rosemountghosts/babylon.htm  

 “The Flowers” by Alice Walker http://theliterarylink.com/flowers.html 

 “Beware of the Dog” by Roald Dahl 

http://www.englishlibrary.org/stories_bewareofthedog.html 

 

Part I: How to Read Literature Like a Professor (HTRLLAP):  

The chapters build upon each other and are designed to help you understand many important 

concepts in the study of literature. Don’t get discouraged and give up! One of the differences 

between a good reader and a poor reader is that the good reader will get through the text with a 

general understanding, and then go back and try to understand the difficult passages.  

Part II: The Short Stories  

1. After reading them ALL, choose any 4 of the short stories listed above to analyze more 

deeply. Research the author and his/her time period as well, in order to better understand the 

concepts/ideas behind the story.  Include information about the authors/time periods with your 

dialectical journal entries for each story. 

http://ziveuniverzity.sk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Foster-How-to-Read-Literature-Like-a-Professor.pdf
http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/hour/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/literatureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/literatureofprescription/exhibitionAssets/digitalDocs/The-Yellow-Wall-Paper.pdf
http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~surette/goodman.html
http://www.ndsu.edu/pubweb/~cinichol/CreativeWriting/323/MarquezManwithWings.htm
http://www.tkinter.smig.net/outings/rosemountghosts/babylon.htm
http://theliterarylink.com/flowers.html
http://www.englishlibrary.org/stories_bewareofthedog.html


2. Create a DIALECTICAL JOURNAL for each of the 4 stories you chose (with 10-15 entries 

for EACH story).  Suggested format is below: 

 

You may type or handwrite your dialectical journal. 

Part III: Presentation 

1. CHOOSE ONE OF THE SHORT STORIES THAT YOU ANALYZED IN YOUR 

DIALECTICAL JOURNAL.  Concentrate on synthesizing information from HTRLLAP with 

elements from your chosen short story – HOW can the suggestions Dr. Foster gives us in 

HTRLLAP help you in analyzing the story you chose?  Particular chapters from HTRLLAP have 

been suggested below to help you prepare a presentation (5 MINUTES MAXIMUM). You may 

also choose a different chapter if you see a different correlation to the story. 

2. Make connections between the suggested chapters from HTRLLAP and your chosen 

short story.  Include examples from the text that support the connections.  

3. Create a LARGE poster, chart, infographic, OR a PowerPoint, Prezi, or other type of visual 

aid to be USED as you present your information.  PowerPoint presentations should be completed 

over the summer, but you will receive a schedule for presentation in class on the first day of 

school – bring visual aids and presentation materials on the day of your presentation, not 

the first day of school. 

 

 

 



Short Stories and HTRLLAP – Suggested Connections 

1. “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin. --Analyze using: Ch. 23 (It’s never just heart disease) 

& Ch. 26 (Is he serious? And other ironies)  

2. “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman --Analyze using: Ch. 16 (It’s all about 

sex…) & Ch. 24 (…And rarely just illness)  

3. “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor --Analyze using: Ch. 3 (Nice to eat 

you: Acts of Vampirism) & Ch. 19 (Geography Matters)  

4. “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez --Analyze using: Ch. 

14 (Yes, she’s a Christ figure, too) & Ch. 15 (Flights of fancy)  

5. “By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet --Analyze using: Ch. 10 (More than 

just rain or snow) & Ch. 18 (If she comes up, it’s Baptism)  

6. “The Flowers” by Alice Walker --Analyze using any TWO chapters of your choice from 

HTRLLAP. 

7. “Beware of the Dog” by Roald Dahl—Analyze using Ch. 19 (Geography matters) & Ch. 25 

(Don’t just read with your eyes)  

SUBMIT YOUR DIALECTICAL JOURNALS ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS.  YOU WILL 

RECEIVE A SCHEDULE FOR PRESENTATIONS ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 


