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www.schoology.com 

 

Signing up for www.schoology.com is a requirement.  It allows us as a class to: 

 

  

 Facilitate summer communication 

 Take tests and quizzes 

 Ask questions and collaborate with classmates 

 Consult calendar for due dates 

 Utilize the “backpack” to save assignments 

 

The group code to gain access to my class is:  BBST9-HB8PJ 

 

  

 

  

http://www.schoology.com/
http://www.schoology.com/
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April 26, 2017 

 

Dear Parents of Honors English Students; 

 

Campus High School has many opportunities for advanced study that can lead to college English credits 

at the high school junior and senior grade levels.  To put students in the best possible position to succeed 

in these classes that include International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced Placement (AP), and college 

English 101/102 classes, the rigor and high expectations need to begin as soon as your student enrolls at 

CHS.  

 

As your child makes the transition from the middle school to the high school Honors English program, 

and from grade level to grade level, there are several keys to success that include: 

 

1. Attentiveness in class and note taking skills 

2. Participating in class discussion and presentations 

3. Positive interactions with both fellow students and the teacher 

4. Turning all assigned work in on time 

5. Approaching the teacher as soon as a problem is evident so a satisfactory resolution can be 

reached 

6. Meeting and exceeding expectations for assigned work 

7. Asking for help when needed 

 

Not only will these skills help your student in their English classes, but they reinforce the positive traits of 

independence, dependability, voicing opinions, social awareness, and personal responsibility.  They also 

teach students the importance of advocating for him or herself when a stumbling block does occur so that 

he or she can learn to overcome challenges. 

 

Despite the higher expectations that obviously comes with a higher-level class, students can and do earn 

high grades.  If your student earns an “A” or “B” in class, it is an indication that he or she has utilized the 

skills necessary to be successful in an honors course.  Students that struggle in class tend to lack one or 

more of these skills. 

 

The English staff at CHS is committed to giving your student the best possible chance to succeed. Our 

goal in 9th and 10th grades is to give students the skills and opportunities to grow and learn so that they 

can be successful in IB, AP and college English classes in the upper grades. However, a lot of that is also 

dependent on each individual student and the effort given in the 9th and 10th Honors English classes.  

Thank you.  CHS English Staff. 

 

 

 

Please detach, sign below, and have your student return with the completed summer project signifying 

that you have read and understand the letter. 

 

 

____________________________________    __________________ 

 Parent/Guardian signature                     Date 

 

 

____________________________________ 

                      Student name 
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Dear prospective Honors English student, 

 

In an Honors course, it is expected that you will behave with the utmost honor.  Please be aware that the 

summer reading project is NOT a collaborative effort – no partner or group work is requested in any part 

of the assignment.  Furthermore, if outside research is required your assignment will specifically instruct 

you to do so; otherwise, you should not use the Internet or any other source.  Simply put, you are 

expected to submit your own work.   

 

Academic dishonesty (which includes cheating or copying and plagiarism) of any kind will result in the 

following consequences: 

   

 Plagiarized parts of the project (i.e. cutting and pasting from sources such as SparkNotes or 

failing to properly document sources) WILL RECEIVE A ZERO, AND LOSS OF 

OVERALL CREDIT ON THE PROJECT; 

 Students found copying all or parts of the project from each other will LOSE A 

PERCENTAGE OF THE POINTS and will be required to RE-DO THE PROJECT using a 

different book (selected by the individual teacher);  

 Students will be referred to the office for Academic Dishonesty (in addition to the other 

consequences listed).    

If research is required, students must include proper documentation, MLA-format in-text citations and a 

complete Works Cited page.  Papers that fail to include proper documentation of sources will be 

considered PLAGIARIZED.  If you are unsure about MLA documentation, please ask a parent, a teacher, 

or a librarian to help you. 

 

*A word about SparkNotes and other sites like it – these types of sites are meant to be a helpful tool for 

reference when you are reading a novel that may be difficult to understand.  These types of sites are not 

meant to substitute for reading the book, nor are they meant to be a credible source for research.  Please 

use sites like SparkNotes sparingly and NEVER use them as a research source. 

 

We hope that you will learn a lot from whichever novel you choose to read this summer.  Your teachers 

are interested in YOUR ideas and YOUR opinions, not those that you copied from a friend or cut-and-

pasted from a web site!   

 

The CHS English Department 

Lisa J. Wehkamp, Dept. Chair 

 

 

 

 

I will produce my own work and convey my own ideas, except when instructed to use credible outside 

source material.  I understand that there will be consequences for Academic Dishonesty.  

 

 

Student Name – PLEASE PRINT 

 

 

Student Signature     
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2017 Summer Project 

Honors English 9 

Ryan Painter 

Painterr811@gmail.com 

 

1. Each student will choose one novel from the provided college-bound reading list.  

Students are responsible for obtaining a copy of the novel.  However, it is not necessary 

to buy a copy. Students can use a digital copy of a novel. 

 

2. Grading:  The summer project is worth 15% of the overall semester grade.  Aspects of the 

project are due the first day of class (not orientation day).  Presentations begin the second 

day of class.  Late projects will lose 10% per class period up to 5 class meetings.  After 5 

class meetings, a score of zero will be entered.   

a. Parents will be notified for any student with an incomplete project 

b. Transfer/New-to-district students will have one month after the first day of class 

to complete the summer project. 

 

THE PROJECT: 

 

1. Each student will read a novel from the provided list 

2. Each student will give a 3-5 minute presentation utilizing Powerpoint or Google Slides 

3. Each student will follow the prescribed outline for Powerpoint/Google Slides as follows: 

a. Slide 1:  Attention-getter (picture that relates, quote from text or other source that 

relates, or a scenario for audience to imagine) 

b. Slide 2:  Title and author of the text. 

c. Slide 3:  Plot:  Short description of what happens in the story. This slide can only 

contain a title of “Plot” and a picture(s)—no other text allowed. 

d. Slide 4:  Claim:  What point are you trying to make about the novel?  This claim 

statement is one complete sentence. 

i. Possible claims: 

1. The setting is important because . . .  

2. A minor character is important to the story because . . .  

3. The main character changes throughout the story and is important 

because. . . 

4. The development of the theme of _____________ is important 

because. . . 

5. The motif of _____________that is utilized throughout the story is 

important because. . .  

6. A symbol(s) of _______________ is important because . . .  

7. The author’s tone and if it changes and why it changes is important 

because. . .  

8. Anything else that is approved by the teacher 
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Example Claim:  In the novel ___________________ by ______________________, the setting 

is vital to the overall story because of _______reason 1_________, ________reason 2________, 

and ______reason 3_______. 

 

e. Slides 5, 6, 7:  Support:  Each slide will contain the following three items: 

1. Reason from the text that supports the claim:  2 words at max for 

reason 

2. One sentence quote from the text that proves the claim with page # 

3. Explanation of how quote supports your claim 

a. No more than six words for explanation on slide  

b. Should be bullet points that remind student what they want 

to say next. 

f. Slide 8:  Conclusion:  Restate claim, reasons of support, and why your claim is 

important to the novel.  5 total words on this slide 

 

4. Complete one of the following experiences:   

a. Do something nice for someone not in your immediate family 

b. Have a conversation with a grandparent about his/her childhood, school years, 

how they met their spouse, their first job, etc. 

c. Eat something that you’ve never eaten that is associated with a different culture 

than your own (Chinese, Vietnamese, Mediterranean, Italian, Mexican, etc.) 

d. Prepare a three course meal for your family (and clean up) 

e. Listen to an entire CD/album from a musical genre that you have not listened to 

before. 

f. Plan and lead a family-game night 

g. Go to an ethnic grocery store 

h. Attend a family member’s event that you have never been to before 

i. Watch a “Best Picture” Academy Award winning movie from before 1970 

j. Go an entire day “unconnected” (no phone, no internet, no video games) 

 

5. Write a 300-400 word reflection (Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced) that 

identifies the experience chosen, what you did for the experience (i.e. what nice thing did 

you do and for whom?), what you noticed during the experience, and what you have 

learned about yourself, others, and/or life having had the experience. 

a. First paragraph:  Describe the experience 

b. Second paragraph:  What did you learn about yourself having completed the 

experience 

c. Third paragraph:  What did you learn about others and/or life having completed 

the experience. 

d. Include a word count at the end 

e. Papers with no attempt to be in MLA format will not be graded and given a zero. 

 

6. Have parent/guardian read “expectations” letter, sign, and return on the first day of 

school (not orientation day). 
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For the first day of class, you need: 

 

1. To have sent me a copy of the powerpoint/Google Slide presentation to 

painterr811@gmail.com 

2. 300-400 word experience reflection—typed  

3. Parent/guardian-signed letter 
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Summer Project Grade Sheet 

 

1. Powerpoint/Google Slides shared with me by the first day of school _____/50 

2. 300-400 word experience reflection—typed MLA format   _____/50 

3. Parent/guardian signed expectation letter     _____/50 

 

4. PPT/GSlides Rubric 

a. Includes 8 slides    yes  no 

b. Slide 1: gains attention   yes  no somewhat 

c. Slide 2: title/author    yes  no 

d. Slide 3: Plot—no text    yes  no 

e. Slide 4: Claim—not plot-based  yes  no 

f. Slides 5-7: Reason, Support, Explanation  

                                    Meets word limit   yes  no  

g. Slide 8: Conclusion—Meets word limit yes  no _____/70 

 

5. Presentation Rubric 

 
 5 10 15 20 25 

Time Limit Under 3:00 
Over 6:00 

    
3:00 – 5:00 

Effective use of time Student rambles to 

meet time limit 
Long pauses 

Goes over time limit 

 Student spends 

significantly more 
time on some 

arguments 

 Student split time 

equally between 
arguments 

Introduction Lists the title and 

author of source text 
and little else 

 Student attempts an 

attention-getting 
intro. 

 In addition to giving 

source information, 
student grabs the 

audience’s attention 

so that they want to 
hear more 

Claim Plot-based  Identifies the 

important aspect, 
does not include 3 

reasons of support 

 Precise with three 

reasons of support 
 

Conclusion Little to no 
conclusion given 

 Restates main 
points, but does not 

relate importance of 

key points (so what) 

 Conclusion is a clear 
and concise ending 

to the presentation.  

Student relates key 
points (so what) 

 

 

 0 10 15  20 

# of Text 

Connections 

No quotes are used 

for support 

One quote is used 

on some claims/sub-

claims 

One quote is used to 

support each 

reason—some 

ineffective 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

One effective quote 

used to support each 

reason of support 

 

 10 20 30 40 50 

Depth of Analysis 

 

 
 

Little to no analysis 

given and/or 

faulty analysis 

Cursory analysis, 

Analysis attempted, 

includes some mis-
interpretations 

Analysis attempted, 

interpretation is 

correct, but not 
expanded 

Effective, 

intentional analysis 

of topic and sub-
points 

Effective, 

intentional analysis 

that is clearly 
articulated 

  

         Total:    _____/415 
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