
 

Sophomore Honors English  
2017 Summer Project 

 
Teachers’ Contact Information: 

Amy McCormack, amccormack@usd261.com  Maureen Corcoran, mcorcoran@usd261.com 
 

1. Requirements: 
a. Each student will read a fiction book this summer:  

i. One novel (student’s choice) from the provided college-bound reading list.   

Students are responsible for obtaining these books;  
however, it is not necessary to buy a copy. 

2. Grading:   
a. The summer project is worth 15% of the overall semester grade.   
b. Aspects of the project are due the first day of class (not orientation day).  

Presentations begin the second day of class.  Late projects will lose 10% per class 
period up to 5 class meetings.  After 5 class meetings, a score of zero will be entered.   

c. Parents will be notified for any student with an incomplete project 
d. Transfer/New-to-district students will have one month after the first day of class to 

complete the summer project. 
 

3. Description of the project 
a. Complete a dialectical journal (see attachment) 
b. Choose a creative project from the list below that addresses the universality of the 

novel. 
i. Creative project options: (Choose one) 

 Student-made movie (avoid plot summary) 
 Write and perform original poetry or song inspired by the novel. 
 Original painting/drawing of significant size 
 Create a soundtrack for your book, include a decorated CD cover with 

titles of songs. 
 Develop a collage of pictures 

ii. Present project to classmates and teacher. 
1. All presentations will be 3-5 minutes long. 
2. Presentations will include sharing the creative aspect and a verbal 

explanation of the connection to the novel and how it represents the 
universal theme. 

3. Presentation order will be randomly chosen.  
4. Presentations will begin on the second day of class. 

 
4. Have parent/guardian read “expectations” letter, sign, and return on the first day of 

school (not orientation day). 
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Dialectical Journals 

What is a dialectical journal? 

Simply put, a dialectical journal is a double entry journal.  The purpose of such a journal is to identify significant 

pieces of text and explain their significance.  It should be used to think about, digest, summarize, question, 

clarify, critique, and remember what is read.  It is a way to take notes on what is read using the actual text.  In 

effect, you will be holding a discussion with yourself on key points, asking questions, and reacting to particular 

phrases that drew your attention. 

Directions 

1. Divide your paper into two columns 

2. Head the left-hand column as “note-taking” 

3. Head the right-hand column as “note-making” 

4. As you read your novel, take notes in the left-hand column of passages of interest to you.  Use page 

numbers. 

5. As soon as you take a note, move to the right-hand column and write freely what your mind says about 

that quote.  Listen to your own thoughts. Leave space for future reflection. 

6. Take a note; write a note. Continue as you read. 

7. After 3-4 entries, stop and reflect on what you have discovered.  Do any of your quotes and notes support 

a literary device that the author used, such as plot, character, setting, theme, etc.?  If so, write the 

name of the device next to the quote.  This will be highly beneficial during class discussions and written 

assignments. 

The types of entries may include genuine questions regarding, or reactions to, plot, characterization and 

relationships, theme, and setting.  You may also include personal reflections on the text or connections that you 

have been able to make between what is happening in the work and your own experiences.  Further, you may 

want to comment on the literary qualities of the work, including those of descriptive language, metaphors, 

diction, plot development, characterization, and predictability through the use of foreshadowing and symbolism. 

Finally, you may wish to interpret what the author is trying to say in a particular passage. 

Sample: 

Note-Taking Note-Making 

“Quote” (source, page #) Commentary/Critique 

“Give me liberty or give me death,” shouted Munoz to 
the crowd gather around the base of the capital 
building.”(The Son of the Cattleman, 42). 

Ricardo Munoz really was an extremist.  I can’t 
believe he really wanted to die if his people didn’t 
declare a revolution.  There was no negotiating with 
him.  He was a warmonger!  I kind of think he is 
inspirational, but I wonder if he will be successful in 
motivating his countrymen? 
 
Characterization: In this work of historical fiction, 
the author develops the patriotic and passionate 
character of Ricardo Munoz by making him say famous 
phrases of other historical political activists.  In do so, 
he draws a comparison between what Munoz is striving 
for and what these historical figures also strove for: 
freedom. 

 
Sophomore English Summer Project Assignment: 

You will need to have 5 dialectical journal entries. Each entry should include a quote, commentary, and critique 
of how the quote is used to develop one of the following elements: theme, character development, setting, plot 
development, and foreshadowing OR symbolism found in your book.   You may either hand-write or type your 
journal. Please bring this grade sheet with you when you turn in your projects.  It is worth 10 points extra credit.  



 

Summer Project Grade Sheet 

1. All aspects (dialectical journal and creative project) handed in on first day        _____/50  
2. Parent/guardian signed expectation letter      _____/25 
3. Plagiarism letter signed          _____/25 
4. Project Rubrics (as follows) 

 

2017 Honors 10 Creative Project Rubric 
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 Project is unique; 
does not look like 
the others. 

 Shows true 
creativity, not 
shocking weirdness, 
but exciting and 
fresh. 

 
 

25-23 

 Project is primarily 
unique but has 
similarities to other 
projects. 

 Author truly 
attempts to show 
fresh ideas, but 
they are not always 
exciting or fresh. 

 
22-20 

 Author attempts to 
make the project 
unique, but it still 
lacks originality. 

 Author truly 
attempts to show 
fresh ideas, but 
they are frequently 
not exciting or 
fresh. 

 
19-17 

 Totally lacks 
originality or has 
many aspects that 
have no relevance 
to the assignment. 

 The attempts at 
creativity do not 
work or may be 
copied from another 
source.                             

16-0 
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 Exceptionally neat 
and organized. 

 Text totally typed. 
 Visual appeal 

attracts an 
audience. 

 Looks professional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25-23 

 Neat and organized. 
 Text totally typed 

or written neatly in 
pen. 

 Overall, the 
project’s 
appearance is 
appealing. 

 Primarily looks 
professional, though 
some elements are 
distracting. 

 
 

22-20 

 Neat or organized, 
but not both. 

 Some text not 
typed; sloppy 
handwriting or 
written in pencil. 

 Some parts are 
visually appealing, 
but others are not. 

 Though attractive, 
the project is not 
professional looking. 

 
19-17 

 Lacks neatness or 
organization or 
both. 

 Text illegible. 
Written in pencil. 

 Primarily, visually 
unappealing. 

 Unprofessional—
looks like a 
kindergartner, not 
an honors 
sophomore, 
completed the 
project. 

16-0 
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 Includes ALL 
assignment 
requirements and 
may even go beyond 
the minimum 
requirements. 

 ALL content clearly 
relates to the novel 
and a universal 
theme. 

 Content shows 
thorough 
understanding of 
universal theme. 

75-68 

 Includes all the 
assignment 
requirements, 
though some may be 
underdeveloped. 

 Most of the content 
clearly relates to a 
universal theme, 
but some doesn’t 
connect clearly. 

 Content shows good 
understanding of 
universal theme. 

 
67-60 

 Includes most 
requirements, but 
some are missing or 
undeveloped. 

 Only some of the 
content clearly 
relates to universal 
theme. 

 Content shows 
limited 
understanding of 
universal theme. 

 
 

59-53 

 Several assignment 
requirements 
missing or lacking 
detailed 
development. 

 Content either has a 
loose connection or 
no connection to 
universal theme. 

 Author 
demonstrates little 
or no understanding 
of universal theme. 

 
 

52-0 
 

TOTAL ________/125 

 



 

2017 Honors 10 Presentation Rubric 

 
Category 

 
Scoring Criteria 

Total 
Points 

 
Score 

 
Organization 
(20 points) 

The type of presentation is appropriate for the topic and  

audience. 

5  

Information is presented in a logical sequence. 5  

 
 
 
Content 
(60 points) 

Introduction is attention-getting and establishes a framework for 

the rest of the presentation. 

5  

The universal theme is apparent and relevant to the novel and 

project. 

5  

Presentation contains accurate information. 5  

Material included is relevant to the overall message or purpose. 5  

Appropriate support and explanation is provided. 5  

There is an obvious conclusion summarizing the presentation. 5  

 
 
 
Presentation 
(70 points) 

Speaker maintains good eye contact with the audience and is  

appropriately animated (e.g., gestures, moving around, etc.). 

5  

Speaker uses a clear, audible voice. 5  

Delivery is poised, controlled, and smooth. 5  

Good language skills and pronunciation are used. 5  

Visual aids are well prepared, informative, effective, and not  

distracting. 

5  

Length of presentation is within the assigned time limits. 5  

Information was well communicated. 5  

Score Total Points 75  

 

2017 Honors 10 Dialectical Journal Rubric 

 Level 4 
(90-100 points) 

Level 3  
(80-89 points) 

Level 2 
(70-79 points) 

Level 1 
(50-65 points) 

Quotations Detailed, meaningful Less detailed but still 
good 
 

Few good details Hardly any good 
details 

Interpretation Thoughtful, avoids 
clichés 
 

Intelligent, discusses 
inferences 

Vague, unsupported, 
plot summary 

Plot summaries and 
paraphrases 

Literary Elements: 
theme, setting, 
foreshadowing, 
symbolism, and plot 
and/or character 
development. 
 

Each entry includes a 
discussion on the 
quote’s connection 
to the literary 
element. 
 

Only 4 of the entries 
include discussion of 
literary elements 

Only 3 of the entries 
include discussion of 
literary elements 

2-0 of the entries 
include discussion of 
literary elements 

Questions and 
Connections 

Insightful, personal 
connections, 
thought-provoking 
questions stated 

Some personal 
connections, 
questions arise from 
text 
 

Few connections, 
obvious questions 

Few connections, no 
questions. 

Presentation Neat, organized, 
looks professional, 
follows directions 
 

Neat and readable, 
follows directions 

Neat but hard to 
read, doesn’t follow 
directions 

Hard to read, doesn’t 
follow directions 

 


