MARCH FAMILY NEWSLETTER
RUTH CLARK ELEMENTARY
Mrs. Carla Wulf, Principal
Friday, March 3—Family Reading Night for grades K-2nd from 6:00—8:00pm.

Thursday, March 9— The TAPS program ends.
Sunday, March 12—Daylight Savings Time begins.
Tuesday, March 14— PTO skate party from 6:00—8:00 at Roller City.
Wednesday, March 15—Sonic Night at 4747 So. Seneca from 6:00—8:00 pm.
Thursday, March 16—Casual/group pictures
Friday, March 17— NO SCHOOL. 1/2 work /1/2 collaboration day for teachers.
Monday, March 20—Friday, March 24—Spring Break . NO SCHOOL>
Tuesday, March 28—PTO meeting at 7:00pm.
Thursday, March 30—District Fine Arts Fair at Campus High School from 5:00—8:00pm
Friday, March 31— District Fine Arts Fair at Campus High School from 8:00am—3:00pm.

Literacy First:
Spring is just around the corner and that means students will be out for spring break soon. I
know you’re busy and it is hard to fit it all in. However, it is so important that kids keep reading
during their time off. The practice of reading makes kids better readers, but here is an added
bonus:
Reading improves relationships
Because we are busy, it is difficult to have “quality” one-on-one time with our children
without distractions. Building 20 minutes into each day for reading together provides this
important bonding time. There is nothing more wonderful than snuggling a young child
on your lap while reading a few storybooks aloud. Even if your child is beyond the
“snuggling” stage, spending 20 minutes reading independently provides you with quiet,
uninterrupted time together engaged in the same activity.
~ K-12 Reader
So what can you do at home to help your child want to read? There are plenty of ways to make
reading fun:
Go to the city library and check out a variety of things to read; kids magazines, nonfiction
and fiction books, newspapers from years past, journals about an interesting topic. Have
kids read joke books, the cereal box, poems, a grocery list, a play and song lyrics. Read
while wearing silly glasses or using funny voices (robot, queen/king, mouse, giant).
If your child is not reading yet, practice saying the letters sounds of the alphabet. Put
basic sight words on notecards and post them around the house. Label everything. Read
to them and be their biggest supporter. Encourage them. Praise them. The key here is to
find things that interest your child and have fun while reading.
The staff at Ruth Clark encourages your child to read over the weekends and breaks. Our goal for
your child is to instill a life-long love of reading and learning.
If you have any questions about Literacy First please feel free to contact your child’s teacher,
myself or check out the official website: www.literacyfirst.com

Shenae Stein (sstein@usd261.com)
Learning Facilitator
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ESOL Highlights
Diverse Students

In February we added new
elementary students from the
Philippians and Jordan, Africa

BICS and CALP
It is important to understand the difference between social language
and academic language acquisition for English Language Learners.
BICS-Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills refer to "social"
language. BICS is what students need to know in order to function in
everyday life and to communicate on a very basic level. When a
person has BICS we say that s/he is "conversationally" fluent. These
language skills usually develop within six months to two years after
arrival in the U.S.
CALP-Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency requires students to
demonstrate understanding and comprehension of academic terms.
CALP refers to formal academic learning. This includes listening,
speaking, reading, and writing about subject area content material.
This level of language learning is essential for students to succeed in
school. Students need time and support to become proficient in
academic areas. This usually takes from five to seven years
Recognizing the difference between the two types of skills is
important to us as teachers because we may see a student who is very
social, active, and talkative in social settings and yet shy and reserved
in our classroom. The reason could simply be that the student has not
yet reached CALP or mastered enough vocabulary to participate in
the more advanced academic discussion.

Congratulations!
Marta Maril at HWMS recently
passed her ESOL Endorsement
Praxis test.
Chinese New Year
ESOL students at Prairie worked
on language and questioning
skills by learning about Chinese
New Year. The students enjoyed
learning about another culture
while continuing to work on
critical language skills.
Ashley Zoglmann
ESOL Coordinator
You can reach me at Oatville
Elementary or
azoglmann@usd261.com

ESOL Events
K-ELPA Testing
March 1 – 3: Prairie

LEARNING STRATEGY: FRAMED OUTLINES

March 6 – 10: Make Up Testing

Framed Outlines are a way to support students with CALP.

March 10: K-ELPA Testing

Create an outline of a text or lesson content leaving out some key
information. Students will complete the outline as they read the text, listen
to a mini-lecture, watch an instructional video or participate in the lesson.
Differentiated Instruction: Some students in class may not need a frame at
all and may make their own, some may have a frame with missing phrases or
words and others may need the first letter of the key words in the frame.
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