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Capturing Kids’ Heart

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
A dismissal procedure note was sent home last week
explaining our dismissal procedure. If for any reason
you did not find this note, please call our office and
we will send home another copy.
The most important part of our procedures if for
parents to use the crosswalk at all times. Not only is
the crosswalk the right thing to do, it is the safe thing
to do. Please don’t ask your child to cut between
cars, even if you are walking with them!

I sincerely appreciate your help to make our
dismissal quick and safe for your child(ren).
WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE YOUR
CHILD AT SCHOOL WITH US! Our goal is to keep
them safe, have lots of fun, and help them grow into
a productive member of society.
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NO SCHOOL
Hearing & Vision Screenings
Hearing & Vision Screenings
Get Movin’ Monday!
Dental Screening
PTA Sonic Night @ 5-8 pm
WATCH Dogs @ 6-7:30 pm
Hearing & Vision Screenings
Constitution Day
Winter Fundraiser Assembly @ 3:15 pm
PTA General Meeting @ 6:30 pm
NO SCHOOL
Site Council Meeting @ 4 pm
Falcon Fun Day @ 2 pm
PRIDE Assembly @ 3:10 pm
Fall Homecoming Parade @ 2 pm
Fall Portraits

Mr. McGee, School Counselor
The Teams Have Been Set
During the month of September, the B.I.O.N.I.C.
leadership team members and the Falcons On-Air
team members were selected. Each applicant had to
apply for their selected group and explain their
qualifications for the team as well as well as why
they would like to join.

Classroom Guidance
September’s focus in classroom guidance lessons
were centered on the first letter of PRIDE:
Preparation. Preparation is the action or process of
making ready or being made ready for use or
consideration. Students in 2nd through 5th grade
discussed a variety of ways to prepare for school
each day and what preparation looks and sounds like
in each area of the school.

To help your student prepare for a successful school
day, here is a great routine to start their morning!
 A Good Day Starts with a Good Night’s Sleep. The
recommended amount of sleep for children aged 613 years is 9 to 11 hours per night.

B.I.O.N.I.C. (Believe It Or Not I Care)
The 2017-2018 B.I.O.N.I.C. group members are:
Liberty Brooks, Elizabeth Brown, Victoria Bush, Zoey
Christy, Shayann Cook, Emma Fletcher, William
Hubbard, Shelby Johnson, Aleigha Kyle, Alyssa Lipke,
Bryant Pechanec, Abigail Phelps, Alia Sanchez,
Marissa Smith, Emery Storer, Christiaan Strydom,
Hailey Tombaugh, Samantha Trujillo, Liam Wallace,
Carli Welch, Carah White, Samantha Williams, Talan
Wilson, and Nora Zenner
Falcons On-Air
The 2017-2018 Falcons On-Air group members are:
Kaleb Arneson, Brody Bloom, Zoey Brockleman, Evan
Clark, Kayliayh Davis, Christopher Kercher, Ezri Kidd,
Nate Luce, Abigail Lusk, Dannyelle Roberts, Englynn
Rowsey, Kendra Stewart and Cassidy Thompson.

 Eat a Healthy Breakfast A healthy breakfast is key to
giving children an energy boost to start the day, helps
increase focus, and regulates mood
 Don’t Forget Your Hygiene. Another important
morning routine piece is to always maintain personal
hygiene through regular baths or showers and
consistently brushing of teeth.

Kindergarten and First Grade students began their
Character Education curriculum by first being able to
identify how to show listening skills with different
parts of the body. Students continued their
curriculum later in the month through the story “Do
Unto Otters” where they learned about the
importance of using manners.

Mrs. Davis, Library Media Specialist

Mrs. Haight, Learning Facilitator
Literacy First News
Welcome back Freeman Falcons! Our district is currently
in our 8th year implementing Literacy first at the
Elementary level. What that means is each student has
been assessed through research-based systematic
processes to determine their zone of proximal
development (ZPD). That also means that each teacher
has received extensive training to ensure your child
succeeds in reading.

Each day, your child will spend 1 hour in whole group
reading, 1 hour in small groups or centers and 20 minutes
of Monitored Independent Reading Practice (MIRP). Our
goal at Freeman Elementary is to create life-long learners
with a love of literacy.
Each month I will post information regarding literacy
strategies or skills that might be helpful for you and your
child at home. If you have any questions about Literacy
First, please call me at 554-2265 or email
thaight@usd261.com.

We are having a wonderful start to our year in the library.
Our kindergarteners are taking home books from the
library for the first time and all of our students are
starting to take books from the library. I just wanted to
share some reminders about book care and check out
days. So, here goes:
Check Out:
 Students will check out on Monday or Friday.
 Please make sure to have library books in their
backpacks on those two days to make sure they
can get a new book for the week.

Book Care:
 Keep ALL liquids away from library books.
 No food near library books.
 Keep library books away from pets.
 Keep library books away from small children.
 Do not write or draw in library books.
 Always know where your library book is.
 Find a safe place at home to keep library books –
a zipped backpack works wonderfully!
 Have fun reading your library book every day!
I also wanted to share some special dates to put on your
calendar for this year for special events in the library:
Author Visit – Dan Santat
 October 10
 Book orders due by October 2 – order forms
available in the office or library
Night at the Library
 Thanksgiving at the Library – Nov 2
 Christmas at the Library and Book Fair - Dec 7
 Kansas Day at the Library – Jan25
 Spring Fling at the Library – Mar 1

Book Fairs
 December 4-8
o Music and Books – December 5
o GRAND Breakfast – December 6
o Night at the Library – December 7
 April 23-27
o Music and Books – April 24
o GRAND Breakfast – April 25
o Falcon Festival – April 26
The library is busy and exciting. We excited to have an
awesome year of learning with your child! Oh, the Places
You’ll Go! We’re off on a great adventure!

---------------------------------------------------------------------

starting to learn about the instruments of the
orchestra through the story of Peter and the
Wolf. The 2nd graders are learning about the staff
and the letter names that accompany the musical
notes on the staff and have been doing a great job
doing so.
Upcoming dates to remember (mark your calendars):
NOVEMBER 8 -- Wichita Symphony Young People's
Concert #1 (3rd grade attending--more info coming in the
future).
DECEMBER 3 -- Wichita State University Women's
Basketball game performance for 5th grade drummers
(more info released on this in the weeks ahead).

Music dates continued…

Mr. Rust, Music Teacher
The school year is off to a great start, with student of
all grade levels working hard on a variety of musical
skills.
3rd and 4th: The 3rd and 4th grade are finishing up
their unit on the Star Spangled Banner, where we
learn about the history of the song as well as the
words. I believe it is one of the most important
songs they will ever learn and it's a pleasure to be
able to teach them about it.
5th Grade: The 5th graders have been working on
drumming since the very first day and as of the
beginning of September they are almost able to put
together all of the percussion parts for the first
ensemble of the World Music Drumming
curriculum.
K-2: The Kindergarten students are learning about
the basics of rhythm (beat and rhythms) through a
variety of appropriate songs, and the 1st graders are

DECEMBER 5 -- 2nd and 3rd grade music concert
(@6:30pm in the gym).
JANUARY 24 -- Wichita Symphony Young People's
Concert #2 (4th grade attending--more info coming in the
future).
MARCH 13 -- 4th and 5th grade music concert (@6:30pm
in the gym).
APRIL 24 -- 1st and 2nd grade music concert (@6:30pm in
the gym).
MAY 14 -- Talent show (grades 4-5).
Other performances may be added and additional
information on all of these events will be provided as we
get closer to the time they are scheduled to occur.

Coach Kelley, PE Teacher
How to Drink More Water Every Day! Water is essential
for good health, and over 60% of the body consists of
water. Our job is the keep ourselves hydrated to help
maintain good health. If you would like to increase your
water intake for health purposes here are a few
suggestions:
* Carry a water bottle with you in all your activities
* Use reminders or alarms during the day to remind you
it’s time for some water
* If you're a big tv watcher, during commercials is a great
time to consume some water
* Frequent your watercooler in your place of work which
will have filtered water
* Flavored water is always a good choice over highcalorie sodas
* Add water to your meals as it will help with digestion
Good Luck in adding water to your daily intake! It all
starts with healthy water!

" Fun Fitness Facts "
1. Stronger by a Hair. Each muscle fiber is thinner than
a hair and can support up to 1,000 times its own weight.
2. On and On and On. Placed end to end, the blood
vessels in your body would stretch almost three times
around the equator.
3. Keep on Exercising. Exercise teaches your body to be
an efficient fat-burner, rather than a fat-storer.
4. Heart Healthy. Research shows that cardiac
exercise rehab programs reduce risk of death by 20
percent.
5. Lung Power. Aerobic training improves the condition
of your breathing muscles so that your body can utilize
more lung capacity during exercise.

Mrs. Johnson, Technology Teacher
Haysville Public Schools Elementary School Technology
Teachers are now using a yearlong scope and sequence
to plan their lessons for their classrooms. These lessons
are tied to the International Society for Technology
Education standards (ISTE) You can see these standards
at https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students.
EMPOWERED LEARNER is the standard that is currently
guiding the Kindergarten-Second grade lessons. Topics
covered by this standard include: mouse skills, basic
computer parts and operation, basic internet skills and
simple beginning keyboarding as well as learning about
home row. Third – fifth graders have also been working
on this standard. Keyboarding skills and keyboarding
games always occur during your child’s Monday and
Friday Technology lesson.
Third-Fifth graders have also been working on the
standard DIGITAL CITIZEN. We have been accessing an
online curriculum called Digital Passport to help us learn
how to be safe online. You can checkout this curriculum
at https://www.commonsensemedia.org/.
In my classroom I use a bookmarking site called
SYMBALOO. Students know that when they open
Google Chrome three tabs will open at the top of the
screen. The third tab will take them to my Freeman
Technology Lab link. The main page has links to specific
grade level pages. I change the grade level links weekly
to correspond to my lessons. You can check it out at
https://edu.symbaloo.com/mix/freemantechnologylab2.
I will often make videos that go along with my lessons.
Feel free to subscribe to my youtube channel NATALIE
JOHNSON FES USD261 TECHNOLOGY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0u2lQwwvdPhlPf
08xVyxSw. I will be using social media to keep you on
top of what is going on in my classroom. Follow my
classroom on Twitter at
https://twitter.com/USD261_FES_NJ ask to join my
classroom Facebook group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/662778297250453/.

