
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Capturing Kids’ Heart
 

 

Freeman Elementary School had our Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts National Showcase School site visit on 
February 8th, 2017.  It was simply amazing to hear 
stories shared with our two special guests about the 
exciting things happening in our school.  Our two 
guests spent the day interviewing students, staff, 
and parents about the impact CKH has had in our 
school and in our homes.  It was humbling for me to 
hear stories from students and parents about how 
much they love our school!  I am proud of the 
accomplishments we have experienced over the 
past year or so, and I know we are headed for many 
great things in the future.   

Next step…Are you curious?  The next step in this 
process is the review of the written narratives from 
all site visits, a review of pictures and video from 
each school, and then a special selection committee 
will be accountable to look at all the data and make 
their nomination selection.  Sometime in April, 
Freeman will be notified if we are selected to 
represent Capturing Kids’ Hearts as a National 
Showcase School. 

~Dr. Donna Ferguson, Principal 

 

 

 
 

March 6:     Get Movin’ Monday 
March 7:     4-5 Music Concert at 6:30 pm 
March 14:   PTA Sonic Night, 5-8 pm 
March 16:   Pastries with Parents, 7:30 am 
  St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations 
March 17:   End of 3rd Nine Weeks  
  NO SCHOOL 
 
March 20-24:  SPRING BREAK 
 
March 28:   Site Council @ 4 pm 
March 31:   Campus High School Art Fair 
        5th Gr Performance at 10 am 
  Falcon Fun Day at 2 pm 
  PRIDE Assembly at 3:15 pm 
 
 
Come and join us for our monthly PRIDE 
Assembly and see and hear for yourself the 
amazing things our students are doing! 
 

 

“I Can, I Will, I Do!” 

FREEMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
March, 2017 



March Library News 

By Mrs. Davis 

 
Taking care of the books from the library is a huge 
part of teaching students responsibility. We spend a 
lot of time learning how to take care of books. Our 
3-5th grade students have even written a Book Care 
Contract to help further that sense of responsibility. 
We are talking about it again at this point in the year 
due to the fact we have a large assortment of brand 
new books that have arrived in the library and 
unfortunately many of them are coming back 
damaged. 

We are asking families to help in teaching our 
students responsibility in caring for books. One of 
the biggest issues we continue to have this year is 
water damage. Please remind your child not to mix 
books and liquids, which includes not putting library 
books in backpacks with water bottles or lunch 
boxes. We have lost many books to water damage 
this year, including some of our brand new books. 
Often we can repair, but when the damage is too 
significant, it will require the student replacing the 
book. Library books cost between $15 and $25 
easily. 

Also, please do not attempt to fix books at home. We 
have special tape and glue for torn pages that does 
not become brittle or discolor. We are happy to fix 
any tears and there will be no damage charges to 
students. 

Finally, please help your students remember their 
library books on their library check out days. Keeping 
books circulating and students enjoying new books, 
each week is one of our priorities in the library. We 
love to see so many friends leaving the library with 
new books! Keeping track of books each week also 
cuts down on lost books. Set up a special spot at 
home for library books so those books do not go 
missing. 

Remember to Keep our Happy Camper Book Fair on 
your calendar. The Book Fair will open from April 24th  

to April 28th. We’ll have the Book Fair open daily 
during school hours, a Tuesday evening Music and 
Books event from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, A GRAND Good 
Morning Camper breakfast for those GRAND people 
in our lives on Wednesday morning from 7:00 until 
8:30 am, and finally be open during our Freeman 
Festivities Family Night on Thursday from 6:00 to 
7:30 pm. I hope to see all of you there and gathering 
up those great books for summer reading! 

Happy Reading, Falcons! 
 
 

 

 

 

“Good things come to those who have 

patience and take consistent, persistent 

actions toward what they want.” 

~Jeffrey Gitomer 

 

 

 

 
 



MUSIC NOTES 

By Mr. Rust 

 
4-5 Grades   
By the time you read this, the 4th and 5th graders 
will either be soon performing their concert (March 
7th) or it has already occurred.  I cannot say enough 
good things about the efforts of the students in both 
of these grades!  They have worked hard for many 
months and the fruits of their labors should be 
apparent at this performance. 
 
The 5th grade actually have another performance 
scheduled.  On Friday, March 31st at Campus High 
School they will be taking their 'show' on the road 
and performing at the annual USD 261 Fine Arts Fair.  
The performance will take place during the school 
day at 10 AM in the Campus gymnasium and should 
be a great way to show the rest of the district all of 
the great musical work we're doing here at Freeman.  
It is free to attend and any parents or family 
members who want to attend we encourage you to 
do so and show that Freeman PRIDE! 
 
K-1 
The Kindergarten and 1st grade students will begin 
preparing for their upcoming concert (April 25) very 
soon and it should also be a very enjoyable program 
to watch as they have been building their musical 
skills throughout the year. 
 

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES: 
March 7 @ 6:30pm in the gym -  Grades 4-5 
March 31 @ 10 am at CHS - Grade 5 
April 25 @ 6:30pm in the gym - Grades K-1 
 

 

 

 

LITERACY FIRST NEWS 
By Toni Haight 
 
Spring is just around the corner and that means 
students will be out for Spring Break soon. The last 
thing any of the kids want to think about is doing 
homework, but it is so important that kids keep 
reading during their time off. Kids need to be 
exposed to and learn between 3,000 and 4,000 
words per year to help them understand grade level 
material. Teachers do a great job incorporating 
vocabulary in their daily lessons in all subject areas. 
They consistently have those vocabulary-rich 
conversations in the classroom to help expose your 
child to a variety of words.  
So, what can you do at home to help your child keep 
up? There are plenty of ways to make reading fun: 
  
Go to the library and check out a variety of things to 
read; kids magazines, nonfiction and fiction books, 
newspapers from years past and journals about an 
interesting topic. Have kids read joke books, cereal 
boxes, poems, a grocery list, a play or song lyrics. 
Read together while wearing silly glasses and using 
funny voices (robot, queen/king, mouse, giant). 

 
 
 

“The only difference between where you are right 
now, and where you’ll be next year at this same time, 
are the people you meet and the books you read.”  

~ Charlie “Tremendous” Jones, 
Author of Life is Tremendous 

 



TECH NEWS 

By Mrs. Johnson 

 
First- Fifth grade 

students have been 

learning all about 

Microsoft Office 

2016.  We start with 

the basics using MS 

Word.  Students 

have been taught 

how to change the 

font styles, sizes 

and colors.  They 

also learned how to 

add online pictures 

that are copyright 

free and OK for 

student use.  Highlighting text has been emphasized 

with third-fifth graders as it is a necessary skill for 

upcoming state assessments.   

 

Another important skill that is being taught to all 

students is the difference between a right click of the 

mouse and a left click of the mouse.  This skill allows 

students to copy and paste information into projects.   

 

Along with copy and pasting 

information comes the important 

lesson of plagiarism.  Students 

are learning that it is OK to copy 

and paste information but that 

information should be used to 

form their own ideas and 

sentences for their projects and 

presentations.  All of these skills fall under the ISTE 

Standard #6: Creative Communicator: Students 

communicate clearly and express themselves 

creatively for a variety of purposes using the 

platforms, tools, styles, formats and digital media 

appropriate to their goals.   

 

Once these basic skills have been taught students can 

apply their knowledge to other Microsoft Office 

Programs such as Power Point, Publisher and Excel.  

Ask your child to show you what they know with 

Microsoft Office. 

 

 

Kindergarteners are still working on 

mouse skills.  Believe it or not in our “touch screen” 

world it is a hard skill to teach.  Using a mouse 

especially with desktop computers is still an 

important skill.   

 

You can easily see what your students are working on 

weekly by going to 

https://edu.symbaloo.com/mix/freemantechnologyla

b2 .  You will see grade level links, a link to my 

Youtube channel as well as a documents link.  I 

change this site weekly to coincide with what your 

students are learning in technology class. I will also 

be teaching other USD 261 teachers this summer on 

how they can utilize Symbaloo in their classrooms. 
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COUNSELOR MESSAGE 

By Mr. McGee 

 
The Pasta for Pennies drive came to an amazing 
conclusion at the beginning of February. Freeman 
Elementary students raised $1165.15 for the 
Leukemia Lymphoma Society during the month long 
fundraiser. All donations go to benefit blood cancer 
research, treatment and recovery. Mrs. Simmons’ 
fourth graders won the pasta party from Olive 
Garden for raising the most monetary donations 
during the month. They will face off against Mrs. 
Smith’s fifth graders in the third annual Freeman 
Dodgeball Classic later this Spring. Thank you for the 
tremendous outpour of support for this charitable 
endeavor!  

In February Kindergarten and first grade embraced 
the building of healthy relationships in different 
ways. First they focused on the power of teamwork 
and the importance of sharing through the story 
Teamwork Isn’t My Thing and I Don’t Like to Share. 
In their lesson they learned that by working as a 
team that “together everyone achieves more”. They 
continued their peer bonding by learning good ways 
to handle winning and losing at sports and activities 
by ending each activity with a hand shake and by 
saying “Good effort!”. 

Second and third grade students began their month 
long unit on communication. They learned that there 
are three parts of communication: speaking, 
listening and understanding. Students learned about 
the different ways we can communicate a message; 
a variety of listening skills such as eye contact, 
nodding and not interrupting; how to talk about 
their feelings and how to accept compliments and 
criticism from teachers and peers.  

Fourth and fifth grade students continued their ten-
week unit on relational aggression. This month they 
explored the three different roles that students can 
take with relational aggression: the aggressor, the 
kid-in-the-middle and the target. Additionally, they 
used empathy to explore the different mindsets of 
the roles to try to explore the reasoning behind each 
role’s actions. Lastly, students were asked to form 
four member groups and act out different scenarios 
in front of the classroom. Students then had to 
identify the relational aggression in the scenario and 
were tasked with rewriting the ending of each story. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS  

By Coach Kelley 
 
Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart has 
started at Freeman and we're so proud of our 
students being a part of this community service 
learning program of the American Heart 
Association.  We are proud to partner with the 
American Heart Association in fighting heart 
disease and stroke!  
 
This program teaches kids: " Heart Healthy Facts!" 
The importance of developing heart-healthy habits: 
• Be active for at least 60 minutes every day 
• Keep your heart strong with physical activity 
• Say "No!" to cigarettes and chewing tobacco 
• Choose water over sugary drinks 
• Too much sugar can cause heart disease and  
 diabetes 
• Eat a variety of colorful fruits and vegetables  
• Too much sodium makes your heart work  
 harder 
• Less sodium protects you from heart disease  
 and stroke 
• Eat a fruit or vegetable at every meal 
 
We want to increase our students’ knowledge of 
how their heart works and challenge them to be 
"Heart Healthy" in their lifetime!  


