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Capturing Kids’ Heart
staff as measured by online surveys, and 3) data
demonstrating that Capturing Kids’ Hearts has made a
significant improvement in attendance, discipline,
climate/culture, or academics. Freeman Elementary
School has enjoyed creating a positive and productive
learning environment and nearly an 83% reduction in
office referrals.

Freeman Elementary School has been nominated by the
Flippen Group to receive a Capturing Kids’ Hearts
National Showcase SchoolsTM award for the 2016-2017
school year.
After researching programs used by some of the nation’s
most successful schools, Freeman Elementary School
leaders chose to join hands with the Flippen Group to
bring Capturing Kids’ HeartsⓇ to its campus. Teachers
and staff have learned processes to connect students with
their peers and adults on campus, and to create classrooms
where students are excited to enter and learn every day. As
a result of implementing Capturing Kids’ Hearts, Freeman
Elementary School has enjoyed creating a positive and
productive learning environment and nearly an 83%
reduction in office referrals.
Flippen Group site team will visit Freeman
Elementary School on February 8, 2017 to observe and
experience for themselves the remarkable impact
taking place. Freeman Elementary School hopes to
receive a Capturing Kids’ Hearts National Showcase
Schools award for the 2016-2017 school year.
Capturing Kids’ Hearts campuses across the country are
considered for this award based on the following criteria:
1) nomination based on observation, 2) level of
implementation of Capturing Kids’ Hearts processes by all

As part of the nomination process, a site visit to each
nominated campus will be conducted to gather additional
quantitative and qualitative data and to interview students,
teachers, administrators, and parents. A matrix of key
measurements will be used to gather information during a
campus walk-through.
Finally, an additional survey will be conducted to collect
feedback regarding the perceived climate and culture of
the campus and its conduciveness to learning. Following
the site visit, the selection team will review all
accumulated data and select the campuses to receive the
Capturing Kids’ Hearts National Showcase Schools
award.

I am so proud of students and
staff. They have and continue
to work very hard.
Students, staff, and parents are
working together to create a
loving and caring school
culture.

“Capturing Kids’ Heart, one handshake at a time!”
~ Dr. Ferguson

February Library News
By Mrs. Davis
We are so excited! The Library received a Beginning
Makerspace Grant from the South Central Kansas
Library Service (SCKLS) for $450 of Elenco Snap
Circuits. We will be ordering these items soon to
include in our ever growing Full STEAM Ahead!
Makerspaces. In conjunction with this grant I was
asked to present with Robin Hargrove of SCKLS to
other area librarians about our makerspaces,
planning and collaboration as we have developed
our Full STEAM Ahead! Students continue to enjoy
each of the stations during Full STEAM Ahead! during
library time as well as on Falcon Fun Days. We’ll keep
moving Full STEAM Ahead! providing students with
real-world uses of science, technology, engineering,
art, and math (STEAM).
Our last Night at the Library for this school year was
January 26th. A huge “thank you” goes out to our
Campus International Baccalaureate students. They
worked so hard building an evening to bring literacy
alive for our Falcons. We look forward to working
with a new group of students next year for a
wonderful evening of fun and games with literacy.
Mark your calendars for April 24th through April
28th for the final Book Fair of this school year! We’ll
be heading out to the campgrounds for our Happy
Camper Book Fair. We’ll have our usual activities and
special events with our late nights for the Music
Concert on April 25th and our Falcon Fun Night on
April 27th and an early morning GRAND Camper
Breakfast and Books. Keep a look-out for more
information.
Happy Reading, Falcons!

MUSIC NOTES
By Mr. Rust

The 4th and 5th grade classes are working very hard
to prepare for their upcoming concert on Tuesday,
March 7. The 4th graders have been practicing their
recorders diligently since November and should be
ready to perform that evening. Many of the
students have passed two of their songs at this point
and are eagerly working on a third.
The 5th graders have been working on four songs
that they are going to be performing on the
concert. Three of the songs come from Africa
(Ghana, Liberia and Morocco) and the students have
enjoyed learning about the music and a little about
the cultures of those countries. They will also be
performing later in March at the annual USD 261
Fine Arts Fair, which will take place on the morning
of March 31st. The exact time for this performance
is yet to be determined, so stay tuned!
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES/CONCERTS:
Tuesday, March 7 (6:30pm in the gym): Grades 4-5
Friday, March 31 (Time TBA): Grade 5 (USD 261
Fine Arts Fair)
Tuesday, April 25 (6:30pm in the gym); Grades K-1

HEALTH & WELLNESS
By Coach Kelley

Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart is Starting
at Freeman!!! It’s that time of year for the American
Heart Association’s, Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops
for Heart program to take place at Freeman.
Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart are
community service learning programs that teach
kids:
* Importance of developing heart-healthy habits
* Being physically active can be fun
* Raising funds to support cardiovascular research
leads to healthier lives across the country
Millions of students have learned jump rope and
basketball skills while learning how nutrition and
physical activity can help them live longer, healthier
lives. Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart also
promote community service by teaching kids how to
help others.
Why is taking care of your Heart Health so
important?
*Heart disease is the nation's No. 1 killer
*Stroke is the fourth-leading cause of death
*Knowledge of how heart works increases caring of
heart health
*Increase percent of students to exercise outside of
school setting
*Honor those in our community who have been
affected by heart disease and stroke
We are looking forward to our Jump Rope for Heart
and Hoops for Heart programs starting at Freeman
and we're excited for the students to be a part of this
community service program.
Have a Great Workout!

TECH NEWS
By Mrs. Johnson
In Technology
class
intermediate
students have
been working
on
ISTE
Standard
5
Computational Thinker: Students develop and
employ strategies for understanding and solving
problems in ways that leverage the power of
technological methods to develop and test
solutions. With these standard students break
problems into component parts, extract key
information, and develop descriptive models to
understand complex systems or facilitate
problem-solving.
Computer coding helps
students to answer this essential question “How
does technology help you to make
decisions?” Students were first prepared for
coding lesson by doing “Unplugged” activities in
the Library with our Library Media Specialist,
Shelley Davis. The collaboration between the
Technology and Library classes has helped the
students with this important 21 century skill.
At the primary level Kindergarteners have been
using ABC Mouse and working on their very
important mouse skills.
First and second graders have been very excited
about learning how to use Microsoft Office Word
to create rebus sentences and stories. Next on
our agenda is taking the skills that we have
learned with office and applying them to other
MS Office programs.
Feel free to drop by the Technology lab during
conference hours on Tuesday February 14th. I
would love to meet you and share some of your
students work with you.

LITERACY FIRST NEWS
By Toni Haight

COUNSELOR MESSAGE
By Mr. McGee

Word Study and Oral Language are a big part of your
child’s day. The purpose of word study is to address
phonics skills, spelling patterns and vocabulary
growth. Oral Language and Word Study and crucial
skills that begin in Pre-K and continue throughout
your child’s education. Some of the ways your child
practices word study in the various grades include:
word sorts, keeping a word study notebook, looking
at language and its history, doing word hunts, webs
or ladders, illustrating words, writing ABC books or
homophone books, practicing with dictionaries and
thesauruses, doing activity cards and playing games
based from our L.F. skills packets.

January has been a month of social growth in counselor
classes. Kindergarten and 1st grade began the month by
learning about the word Tact which means to tell the
truth while considering another person’s feelings.
Students learned that while honesty is the best policy, we
do not need to say everything that we think as it could
hurt other people’s feelings. Following that lesson
students learn how to say an appropriate apology
through the story “I’m Sorry, I Forgot to Ask” by Julia
Cook. Students learned that there are three parts to
every apology. The first is what are they apologizing for.
The second part is what their plan is for the future so they
don’t make the same mistake again. The last part is asking
if the other person accepts their apology.

If you have any questions about Literacy First, please
feel free to contact your child’s teacher, myself or
check
out
the
official
website:
www.literacyfirst.com.

In second and third grade, students learn about why rules
protect people. Through the story “That Rule Doesn’t
Apply to Me” by Julia Cook, students learned that rules
are not made to punish students, but to protect them
from harm at school and at home. Students reflected on
rules that they have at school and at home and
completed a writing exercise on how those rules protect
them. Later in the month students learned about the
three parts of communication: Speaking, Listening and
Understanding. They learned that a speaker will use a
variety of different ways to send a message to another
person. The other person must be able to receive the
message and understand the message in order to
complete communication. Students learned to
communicate messages to one another through a variety
of different ways to better help their communication
skills.
Fourth and fifth grade began their ten-week unit on
relational aggression by first defining what a classmate
and friend are. They compared and contrasted the two
roles and then identified different characteristics that
make for a good friend. Next month we will discuss the
negative characteristics of a friend and how they relate to
verbal and relational aggression.

BIONIC Student Leadership Team:
This month in BIONIC, the leadership came together to
begin preparing their presentations for PRIDE Stations.
PRIDE Stations teach the student body about school
expectations in six different areas of the school: Hallways,
Restrooms, Cafeteria, Playground, Bus, and Gym. The
BIONIC team will be writing and practicing their scripts in
preparation for PRIDE Stations over the next month prior
to presenting them to each classroom in the school.

Ronald McDonald House Pull Tabs Contest:
Freeman Elementary is still collecting pull tabs for Ronald
McDonald House Charities until April 21st. Ronald
McDonald House Charities uses the donations to help
lessen the burden and fund the stay of families whom
have children in nearby hospitals. We have collected over
30 pounds of pull tabs already this school year and look
to reach a goal of 70 pounds before the end of the school
year. Thank you for your support!

Feb 6: Starbase (5th grade only) and
Get Movin’ Monday
Feb 8: CKH Showcase School Visit
Feb 9: KELPA Testing, PTA meeting
Feb 13-15: PT Conferences
Feb 16-20: NO SCHOOL
Feb 24: Falcon Fun Day, PRIDE Assembly
Feb 25: Haysville Job Fair, 10-12 noon

Come and join us for our monthly PRIDE
Assembly!

