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Capturing Kids’ Heart
2016-2017 Capturing Kids’ Hearts
National Showcase School
We are happy to begin our new school year being
recognized as a National CKH Showcase School. And with
this honor, expectations and procedures are important
components for all students, new and old, to learn or
revisit. We spent our first 7 days of school learning,
practicing, and applying our procedures and
expectations. We believe the time we spend at the start
of school to learn these acceptable behaviors is time well
spent. Ask your child about their class Social Contract!
School-wide Capturing Kids’ Hearts Social Contract is
made up of three non-negotiables.
These nonnegotiables are on all classroom contracts and on posters
throughout the building:

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
A dismissal procedure note was sent home last week
explaining our dismissal procedure. If for any reason
you did not find this note, please call our office and
we will send home another copy.
The most important part of our procedures if for
parents to use the crosswalk at all times. Not only is
the crosswalk the right thing to do, it is the safe thing
to do. Please don’t ask your child to cut between
cars, even if you are walking with them!

1. Listening
2. Effort
3. No put downs

In addition to developing our class Social Contracts,
teachers have also been engaged in fun activities to get
to know your child. Building relationships is a key
component to our success and nomination for CKH
showcase school. Teachers and students have worked
together to create unique student artwork that will hang
in the vestibule of our school. All artwork will be available
for you to see right after the Labor Day holiday.

I sincerely appreciate your help to make our
dismissal quick and safe for your child(ren).
WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE YOUR
CHILD AT SCHOOL WITH US!
Our goal is to keep them safe, have lots of fun, and
help them grow into a productive member of
society.

Mr. McGee, School Counselor
Classroom Guidance
In classroom guidance lessons in the month of August
the main focus has been building a strong relationship
with the students. We did this through a number of
exercises that allowed for students to get to know their
peers and their counselor. Following the relationship
building exercises, students viewed the “Message to the
Future” videos made by the former students in their
grade which gave students a sneak peek about what to
expect for the year to come and some tips the previous
students thought would be helpful to the new students.
B.I.O.N.I.C.
The B.I.O.N.I.C. (Believe It or Not I Care) leadership team
is currently in the process of recruiting fifth graders for
the 2017-2018 school year. B.I.O.N.I.C.’s main purpose is
to develop leadership skills in today’s youth through the
process of social skills games, role-playing, art activities,
community service projects and through the
implementation of Capturing Kids’ Hearts. Sign-ups are
available in fifth grade classroom and forms are to be
returned to Mr. McGee.
Falcons On-Air
Last school year the Falcons On-Air news team was
awarded a “Certificate of Merit” in the KASB/KansSpra
Publication Contest.
FOA is currently recruiting new fifth grade members to
be a part of our broadcast this season.

Mrs. Haight, Learning Facilitator
Literacy First News
Welcome back Freeman Falcons! Our district is currently
in our 8th year implementing Literacy first at the
Elementary level. What that means is each student has
been assessed through research-based systematic
processes to determine their zone of proximal
development (ZPD). That also means that each teacher
has received extensive training to ensure your child
succeeds in reading.

Each day, your child will spend 1 hour in whole group
reading, 1 hour in small groups or centers and 20 minutes
of Monitored Independent Reading Practice (MIRP). Our
goal at Freeman Elementary is to create life-long learners
with a love of literacy.
Each month I will post information regarding literacy
strategies or skills that might be helpful for you and your
child at home. If you have any questions about Literacy
First, please call me at 554-2265 or email
thaight@usd261.com.

Mrs. Davis, Library Media Specialist
Boy, has this been an exciting start to the year! If you
haven’t seen all the new and wonderful stuff in the library
yet, please stop by. We’ve rearranged and created new
areas for our student to enjoy the library and experience
learning in new and different ways!
Here’s an update on what’s new:
 New library furniture creating the Library Lounge
and X Marks the Spot Area
 Better design in the Falcon Flight Deck and a new
created Full STEAM Ahead! MakerSpace
 LEGO WALL!!!!
 30 Laptop Convertible Computers (Computer and
a Tablet)
We are excited to see what and how these new areas and
goodies create awesome student learning!

Finally, some really exciting news! Caldecott Medal
winner, Dan Santat, will be coming to Freeman on
October 10th. We will have an all school assembly to
welcome Mr. Santat and hear about his new book After
the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty Got Back Up Again). We
are doing this in collaboration with Watermark Books and
students will have an opportunity to purchase and have
autographed Mr. Santat’s new book. Watch for more
information and order forms shortly!
The library is busy and exciting. We can’t wait to have an
awesome year of learning with your child! Oh, the Places
You’ll Go this year and we’re excited to be a part of the
journey!

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Also for this coming school year, we’ll be having our Night
at the Library again. This year the Campus International
Baccalaureate Students will be creating and hosting our
evenings, but we’ll also be adding our Full STEAM Ahead!
MakerSpace activities as well. It should be a wonderful
evening for everyone in the family. Here’s the dates to
put on your calendar:
 Thanksgiving at the Library – November 2
 Christmas at the Library and Book Fair -December 7
 Kansas Day at the Library – January 25
 Spring Fling at the Library – March 1
Each evening will be held in the Freeman Elementary
Library from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. Come by, spend as much
time as you would like, and have some fun with literature
and technology in the library.

Mr. Rust, Music Teacher
Welcome back Freeman Falcons! We have a busy year
ahead of us in music and I'm very excited to see everyone
again. All classes have started the year off singing and/or
playing instruments and we're off to a great start!
Upcoming dates to remember (mark your calendars):
NOVEMBER 8 -- Wichita Symphony Young People's
Concert #1 (3rd grade attending--more info coming in the
future).
DECEMBER 3 -- Wichita State University Women's
Basketball game performance for 5th grade drummers
(more info released on this in the weeks ahead).

Music dates continued…
DECEMBER 5 -- 2nd and 3rd grade music concert
(@6:30pm in the gym).

Coach Kelley, PE Teacher

JANUARY 24 -- Wichita Symphony Young People's
Concert #2 (4th grade attending--more info coming in the
future).
MARCH 13 -- 4th and 5th grade music concert (@6:30pm
in the gym).
APRIL 24 -- 1st and 2nd grade music concert (@6:30pm in
the gym).
MAY 14 -- Talent show (grades 4-5).
Other performances may be added and additional
information on all of these events will be provided as we
get closer to the time they are scheduled to occur.

We would like to welcome all students and parents to
Freeman Elementary for the 2017-2018 school year. We
are excited to start a new year in our Physical Education
Program.

Our goal is to encourage students and families to engage
in more physical activities and to adopt health–enhancing
activities for their lifetime. Physical activity is important
for everyone and being physically active will help you
learn better and give you more energy for other activities
you would like to pursue in life!
Physical Education Responsibilities
1. Respect others and self.
2. Promote teamwork, safety, cooperation and good
sportsmanship.
3. Be prepared for class with proper clothing attire and
wear sports shoes with socks.

Mrs. Johnson, Technology Teacher
Freeman now has a full time Technology Teacher! I am
happy to announce that this year, I will be at Freeman full
time teaching technology. If you want to know what is
happening in my classroom, I have created various
websites such as Twitter and Facebook. My Twitter and
Facebook group accounts will also be a great way for you
to know the latest with our Girls On the Run Program.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/662778297250453/

Ask to join my classroom Facebook group by answering a
couple of questions
https://twitter.com/USD261_FES_NJ
Follow my classroom on Twitter
Did you know that Freeman Elementary is a fall Girls On
The Run site? This is a program just for Freeman girls to
help them stay active and make friends while developing
healthy lifestyles. Freeman is lucky to have six coaches
for its program: Natalie Johnson, Head Coach, who has
run numerous half marathons including the challenging
Oklahoma City Marathon. Nicole Harkins (Freeman 5th
Grade Teacher) Assistant Coach, who likes running 5K
races and is the Assistant Girls’ Soccer Coach at Campus
High. Chelsea Darling (Freeman Kindergarten Teacher)
Assistant Coach, who is a former college athlete that is
looking forward to running a 5K. Bonnie Lane (Freeman
Kindergarten Teacher) Assistant Coach, who is new to
running and is very excited about coaching Girls On the
Run. Jacqueline Solis (Campus High Secretary), Assistant
Coach who can be seen running all over Haysville.
Christina Woodson (Prairie Para Educator), Assistant
Coach who has ran the challenging Oklahoma City
Marathon last Spring.
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NO SCHOOL
Hearing & Vision Screenings
Hearing & Vision Screenings
Get Movin’ Monday!
Dental Screening
PTA Sonic Night @ 5-8 pm
WATCH Dogs @ 6-7:30 pm
Hearing & Vision Screenings
Constitution Day
Winter Fundraiser Assembly @ 3:15 pm
PTA General Meeting @ 6:30 pm
NO SCHOOL
Site Council Meeting @ 4 pm
Falcon Fun Day @ 2 pm
PRIDE Assembly @ 3:10 pm
Fall Homecoming Parade @ 2 pm
Fall Portraits

